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Tasaday



Tasaday



Tasaday caves--1971. (Photo by John Nance).



Tasaday group, 
T’boli--1990

Funding, Lobo, Natek, Degu--1990 Okon, Dul, Fakel, Udelen, Klohonon, Maman--1990



Magtu Inilingan ‘New Beginning’--1994



Si’us Udelen--1994

Klohonon Udelen--1994



Fakel Udelen, Bula Odo’, Klohonon Udelen--1994

Diha’ Udelen--1994

Belayem, Soleh, Malik--1996

Belayem--1994
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Dula’,  Klohonon Udelen –2018. (Photo by B. Griffin)



Adug and Gintuy Kuletow, Dul (wife of 
Udelen), Soleh (wife of Belayem)--2018. 
(Photo by B. Griffin)

Lahonen Udelen (with daughter), 
Dul (wife of Udelen)--2018. 
(Photo by B. Griffin)
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Tasaday families—1971
Udelen♂ / Dul♀ (Tsfg)

Si’us♂

Maman♂

Lefonok♂ / Unay♀♱ (Tsfg)
Ukan♂♱

Kelis♂

Odo’♂

Sasa’♂♱

Bilengan♂ / Itet♀ (Tsfg)

Lolo’♂

Lobo♂

Natek♂

Ilib♂

Kuletaw♂ / Sikuy♀ (Tsfg)

Gintuy♂

Adug♂

Tikaf♂ / Ginun♀ (Tsfg)

Belayem♂

Mehayag♂ / Dula’♀ (Tsfg)
Biking♂
Si’el♀
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Tasaday families—2018 (1)
Udelen♂♱ / Dul♀

Si’us♂/ Sabi♀ (Blit Mbo)
/ Mimit♀ (Blit Mbo), 10 children (7♂, 3♀)

Maman♂ / Ida♀ (Lake Sebu Ubu’), 10 children (2♂, 8♀)
Awod♀ / Rex Godwino♂♱ (Tboli), 2 children 

Pupet♀ (4 years old)
Knugun♀ (newly born)

Okon♀ / Somenia♂ (Blit Mbo), 10 children (4♂, 5♀)
Diha’♀ /Tudes♂ (Blit Mbo), 7 children (5♂, 2♀)
Sungo♂ / Anita♀ (Tboli), 7 children (3♂, 4♀)
Talihin♂ / Bing♀ (Lake Sebu Ubu’), 4 children (1♂, 3♀)
Dihut♀ / Barmoli♂ (Dulangan Mbo), 3 children (1♂, 2♀)
Klohonon♂ /Jocelyn♀ (Dulangan Mbo), 3 children (2♂, 1♀)
Fakel♂ / Lydiana♀ (Lamfenek, Lake Sebu Ubu’) 1 child (1♂)
Tata’♂ / Le’♀ (Talili, Tubak Mbo) newly married
Lahonen♀ / Junjun (Tasiman, LakeSebu Ubu’), 2 children (2♀)
Sok♂ (born 1998) not yet married
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Tasaday families—2018 (2)
Lefonok♂♱ / Unay♀ (Tsfg)♱

Ukan♂♱
Kelis♀♱ / Salim♂ (Lake Sebu Ubu’), 7 children (5♂, 2♀)
Odo’♂ / Bening♀ (Blit Mbo), 7 children (5♂, 2♀) 

Bula♂
Sasa’ ♂♱ died young (albino).

Bilengan♂♱ / Itet♀
Lolo’♂ / Lufin♀ (Blit Mbo) ♱, 6 children (2♂, 4♀)
Lobo♂ / Lewin♀ (Lake Sebu Ubu’), 4 children (1♂, 3♀) 

/ Funding♀ (Lake Sebu Ubu’), 4 children (2♂, 2♀)
/ Wen♀ (Blit Mbo), 2 children (2♂)

Natek♂ / Kading♀ (Lake Sebu Ubu’), 1 child (1♂)
/ Kulu’♀ (Lake Sebu Ubu’), 7 children
/ Lunti♀ (Lake Sebu Ubu’), 5 children (2♂, 3♀)

Ilib♂ (small child)
Degu♂ / Unknown♀ (Lake Sebu Ubu’) 9 children
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Tasaday families—2018 (3)
Kuletow♂♱ / Sekoy♀♱

Gintuy♂ / Sita♀ (Blit Mbo), 2 children (1♂, 1♀)
Sayu♂
Mia♀ / Unknown♂ (Lake Sebu Ubu’--3rd wife), 4 children (1♂, 3♀)

/ Suwal♀ (Blit Mbo), 3 children (2♂ 1♀) 
Mases♂ / Unknown♀, 1 child (1♀)
Ariel♂

/ Unknown♀ (left)
Adug♂ / Gili♀ (Blit Mbo)

/ Ye’li♀ (Lamfogon Ubu’), 1 child (1♂)
/ Unknown♀ (left)
/ Unknown♀ (left)

Mehayag♂♱ / Dula’♀ (Tsfg) now married to Banas♂ (Lake Sebu Ubu’).
Biking♂ / Ning♀♱ (Blit Mbo), 2 children (1♂, 1♀)
Si’el♀ / Mening♂ (Lake Sebu Ubu’)
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Tasaday families—2018 (4)
Belayem♂♱ / Sindi’♀♱ (Blit Mbo)

/ Soleh♀ (Blit Mbo), 5 children (4♂, 1♀)
Yuf♂
Med♀ / Joey Baldo (Sarangani Blaan) married 2 years, no children
Malik♂ (works for CAFGU) 
Bani♂ (Grade 12, Valencia, Bukidnon)
Babi♂ (Grade 7)
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• Agriculture

• Health

• Education

• Certificate of Ancestral Domain
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Legacy of FOTF

• Agriculture

Formerly water buffalo, agricultural tools, seed

Now Blit Farmers Association

• Health

Formerly nurse, clinic, free medicine

Now Government clinic

• Education
Formerly school stipend, fees from elementary school to 
university

Now no assistance

• Certificate of Ancestral Domain
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Conclusion

• The Tasaday still maintain their independence as a distinct 
group of Manobo, with one sitio of Brgy Ned registered as 
Tasaday. 

• Many of the original group have intermarried with 
outsiders, including Manobos from Blit, as well as members 
of other groups.

• For those living in the vicinity of Blit, their children go to 
the elementary school in Blit, and the Tasaday now 
maintain close ties to Blit. 

• The relationship has been formalized with the Blit Farmers 
Association. 

• The group with whom we met, even though they interact 
with and speak Blit Manobo, seemed completely assured of 
their own identity as Tasaday.



The End
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